


VCS in Dorset

• Annua l cont rib ut ion  of volunte e rs / t rus te e s  a cross  Dorse t  -  £ 70 0 m  
p e r ye a r 

• Va lue  of volunte e ring  £ 6 4 0  -  £ 9 5 0 m  p e r ye a r 

• 2 3 0 0  re g is te re d  cha rit ie s  & 4 6 0 0  com m unity g roup s  in  Dorse t .

Com m unity Act ion Ne twork

• Se rve  a nd  cha m p ion Dorse t ’s  volunta ry a nd  com m unity se ctor

• 8 0 0 + m e m b e rs  

• Le d  by a  Boa rd  of Trus te e s  tha t  p rovid e  a ccounta b ility to  the  se ctor.







• 55 new groups supported 

• 400 groups accessed advice and 

support 

• 390 groups attended training/webinars 

• 98% would recommend CAN 

• Supported 700+ people to volunteer 

• Engagement with the sector and wider 

community 

• 300+ groups attend CAN networks 

• Advocacy and sector representation

In 2024



OUR WORK
BCP Council projects include:

• Early Help Partnership 

• Ethnically Diverse Communities 

• Trusted Reviewers

• Wellbeing Collaborative

Co u n ty- wid e :

• Access Wellbeing 

• Access to Community Support Services 
Since 2015



STATE OF THE 
SECTOR REPORT

Prim a ry se rvice s  

• Me nta l he a lth a nd  we llb e ing

• Ad vice  a nd  inform a t ion

• Com m unity se rvice s

Ma in  b e ne ficia rie s

• Old e r p e op le  

• Disa b le d  p e op le  

• Pe op le  e xp e rie ncing  m e nta l he a lth issue s



STATE OF THE SECTOR 
REPORT

Cha lle nge s

• Re cruitm e nt  a nd  re te nt ion  of s ta ff & volunte e rs

• Highe r d e m a nd  – som e  se e ing  5 0 % incre a se

• Re la t ionship s  with p ub lic se ctor orga nisa t ions  

could  b e  b e t te r

• Cha lle ng ing  fina ncia l la nd sca p e  – incre a se  in  

d e m a nd , d e cre a se  in  fund ing .

Ga p s  in  se rvice  p rovis ion 

• Socia l isola t ion  

• Me nta l He a lth sup p ort  

• Acce ss ib le  t ra nsp ort  



• Enhance funding flexibility and stability 

• Focus on financial resilience 

• Address staffing and volunteer challenges 

• Strengthen relationships across the system 

• Innovate and adapt services 

• Target key service gaps 

• Collaborate and share best practices.

Recommendations 





GET IN TOUCH
For information, support or to find out more 

about how we can help you.

EMAIL ADDRESS

hello@can100.org

PHONE NUMBER

+44 (0)1202 466130

LOC ATION

Beech House, 28-30 Wimborne Road, 
Poole, BH15 2BU



THANK YOU
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